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Contribution to EPOS  
Predrag Klisić was invited to attend the 1st Meeting held in Paris on 13th March 

1982. He attended the 2nd Annual Meeting in Paris, 19th March 1983 and 

during the General Assembly, the 13 present members elected him as the first 

Vice President of EPOS. He was the 2nd President of EPOS from 1985 to 1987. 

 

Klisić edited the Meeting Highlights of the papers presented during the 2nd 

Annual Meeting held in Paris on 19th March 1983 [1]. 

- Current practice in a paediatric orthopaedic service. PJ Moll (The Hague, 

The Netherlands) 

- The radiological 

evolution of fracture callus in infants. PJ Witherow (Bristol, England) 

- The functional anatomy of clubfoot and its therapeutic application. H 

Bensahel (Paris, France) 

- The treatment of hip dislocation in the walking child. F Grill (Vienna, 

Austria) 

- Development of the acetabular roof after Chiari Osteotomy. R Bauer 

(Innsbruck, Austria) 

- Idiopathic anteversion of the femoral neck (A follow-up study of the 

natural history in 148 patients). L Jani (Mannheim, West Germany) 

- The importance of arthrography in the treatment of congenital hip 

dislocation. D Tönnis (Dortmund, West Germany) 

- The examination of the infant’s hip. F Moore (Cork, Ireland) 

- Adductor transfer or tenotomy in spastic cerebral palsy? J Reimers 

(Copenhagen, Denmark) 

- The management of hamstring contractures in children and 

adolescents with cerebral palsy. JH Baumann (Basel, Switzerland) 

- The surgical treatment of length discrepancies of the upper limb. 

A Dal Monte (Bologna, Italy) 

 

Under Klisić presidency, two annual meetings were organized. 

- Anthony Catterall was the host of the 5th EPOS meeting in London, at 

the Charing Cross Hospital, on the 7th-8th March 1986. A new agenda 

was setup based on the presentation and discussion of a topic as multicentric study. The topic was “diagnosis and treatment 

of Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease”. As Lynn Staheli and Robert Hensinger attended this meeting, the executive board of EPOS 

took the opportunity for starting a discussion about the relation between EPOS and the Journal of Pediatric Orthopedic. 

- The 6th annual meeting held in Budapest at Sommelweiss University, on 20th-21st March 1987 and was organized by Tibor 

Vizkelety. During the General Assembly, Henri Bensahel had asked to Tibor Vizkelety for creating an 

EPOS logo. His idea was to show a toddler striding over a planisphere at the space of Europe. This logo 

was in use till 2008. It was also decided that, for future annual meetings, an afternoon would be devoted 

to a congress tour so that all members could get to know each other better. The new elected executive 

board was as follow: Alessandro Dal Monte (President), Henri Bensahel (Vice-President), Alain 

Diméglio (General Secretary), André Kaelin (Treasurer), Ake Hjelmstetd, Wladyslaw Lokietek, Peter 

Moll and Klaus Parsch (Advisors).  

 

Honorary Membership was awarded posthumously to his widow Dr Beba Klisić in 1997, by President 

Klaus Parsch. In 2007 (Sorento), the awards committee (Ernesto Ippolito, Muharrem Yazici and Fritz 

Hefti) recommended the introduction of the Klisić Best Basic Science Research Award. 

 

 

Contribution to Paediatric Orthopaedics:  
In 1950, Predrag Klisić graduated from the Medical Faculty of Belgrade. He completed his training in orthopaedics, and practiced 

in Tuzla, Bosnia & Herzegovina. In 1961, he returned to Belgrade, where he founded the “Banjica” Orthopaedic Hospital, and he 

worked there until 1987. 

 

His research on DDH is well-known. Klisić described three major difficulties in the surgical treatment of CDH: “1-difficulty to 

bring the femoral head down to the acetabulum; 2- difficulty to maintain the head in the reduced position; 3- difficulty to obtain a 

satisfactory function of the hip joint”. 

 

 

Letter written in French from Klisić to Bensahel 
about the LPC symposium at the London Meeting, 

1986. (Coll. Mrs Klisić) 



For these reasons, he described his surgical treatment with the association of: 

1- femur shortening 

2- capsulotomy, excision of ligamentum teres, and removal of the pulvinar as described by Ombrédanne; 

3- pelvic osteotomy as the Ombrédanne-Stojimirovic procedure; 

4- transfer of the psoas-iliac tendon to the medial femoral neck, ½ cm above the osteotomy; 

5- correction of the femoral anteversion, varisation to 115°, and fixation with a plate [2]. 

 
The “Klisić triple prevention of CDH” consisted of a hip screening 

with an early examination of newborns, a treatment if needed, and a 

regular reexamination till the walking age [3]. 
 

In 1987 he introduced the term of RPK (razvojni poremećaj kuka) 

or developmental dysplasia of the hip. He wrote the modern term 

“Developmental Displacement of the Hip” (DDH) which is much 

better than the previous one. It realistically indicates a dynamic 

disorder as the baby develops, of getting better or getting worse [4]. This term included all variations of the disorder (dislocation, 

subluxation, dysplasia), regardless of whether it developed in the antenatal or postnatal period. 

 

To obtain good containment in the Legg Perthes Calvé disease, he proposed 

different options according to the shape of the hip joint and the age of the 

child: non-operative treatment, femoral osteotomy, Salter’s osteotomy, 

Chiari’s osteotomy and cheilectomy [5]. 

 

Less known is his contribution to the spinal deformities. He was an active 

member of the Scoliosis Research Society, and Vice-President of the European 

Society of Spine Deformities (ESDS). He introduced into Yugoslavia the 

modern concept of surgical and conservative treatments for spine deformities, 

and he used, in the early 60s, an anterior approach to spinal deformities. 

 

During his professional life, he worked on the health protection of the youngest 

patients in Bosnia and Serbia. 

 

Predrag Klisić was invited to 20 universities and institutes in North and South 

America, Europe and Africa, and on many occasions, he was faculty member of 

MO Tachdjian’s course in San Francisco and Chicago. 
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Predrag Klisić with his grand-daughter Anjom, 1991 

Coll. Klisić’s daughter 
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